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Abstract:

The Creator of the universe has bestowed upon the children of Adam a unique honor and
distinction, elevating them to the status of the noblest of creation through the extraordinary
attributes of reason and consciousness, qualities with which other creatures of the world have not
been endowed in the same manner. As human beings in general, and as Muslims in particular, this
distinction should be a source of pride for us, but it should also be reflected in our actions. Allah,
the Exalted, has blessed human beings with the great gift of reason so that they may acquire
intellectual insight and, alongside the pursuit of knowledge, contemplate the subtle wisdom
underlying the creation of the universe and humankind. This clearly indicates that mere recitation
is not sufficient; rather, as Muslims, it is essential for us to understand the Divine verses through
reason, understanding, and intellectual insight.

Fundamentally, reason is an attribute of human beings that is used in both outward and inward
senses. Unlike many other blessings bestowed upon human beings, reason is associated with both
the spiritual and physical dimensions of human existence. This is why the definitions,
explanations, and applications of reason have been subjects of discussion since ancient times. On
the one hand, these discussions have broadened the scope of reason and its functions; on the other
hand, they have highlighted the need to determine its boundaries and limitations.

Islam associates’ reason with human existence itself. This quality is not restricted by religion, faith,
race, or nation; rather, it is an honor bestowed upon the children of Adam without discrimination.
Islam, being a complete way of life, regards this distinction as a guiding light for the understanding
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of religion and the advancement of humanity. Islam calls upon human beings to engage in
reflection and contemplation rather than adhere to blind imitation. It is evident that Islam is not
opposed to reason. However, in order to keep it on the path of truth, Islam establishes certain
boundaries and limitations. These restrictions ensure that this source of guidance and intellectual
insight remains meaningful, balanced, and properly directed. Therefore, before understanding the
position and status of rational thought in Islam, it is necessary to examine the meanings and
concepts associated with reason so that its true nature may be understood from both linguistic and
terminological perspectives.
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