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Abstract:

This article critically examines selected lexical and syntactic expressions from Siirat al-Isra’” in
three influential Urdu renderings associated with Kanz al-Iman, Ahsan al-Bayan, and Ma arif al-
Qur’an. It asks how far a translator’s lexical choice preserves the semantic range, rhetorical force,
context, and exegetical implications of the Arabic source text. The study adopts a qualitative
comparative method: each Urdu rendering is first read against the immediate Qur’anic context and
Arabic morphology; it is then evaluated through major classical commentaries and lexicons,
including al-Tabar1, al-Zamakhshart, al-Baghaw1, al-Baydawi, Ibn Kathir, al-Qurtubi, al-Raghib
al-Isfahani, Ibn Manzir, and al-Zabidi. The analysis demonstrates that no single Urdu translation
is uniformly superior in every instance. A close rendering may successfully preserve lexical
precision but lose an idiomatic or rhetorical shade, whereas an explanatory rendering may
communicate the contextual sense while adding interpretive material. The expressions martayn,
khilala al-diyar, al-karrah, ta’irahu, al-‘ajilah, maliman madhiiran, nufiiran, al-wasilah, mana‘ana,
and la-ahtanikanna particularly illustrate the need to distinguish literal equivalence from exegetical
adequacy. The article therefore recommends layered translation: a concise, faithful main text
supported by a short explanatory note wherever the Arabic expression carries more than one
defensible shade. Such an approach better serves Urdu readers while respecting the linguistic
density and interpretive plurality of the Qur’anic text.

Keywords: Sirat al-Isra’; Urdu Qur'an translation;, comparative translation;, Qur anic
semantics; tafsir; divine intent; Kanz al-Iman; Ahsan al-Bayan,; Ma ‘arif al-Qur’an
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