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Abstract:
This study examines Muslim-Christian interaction during the Abbasid period and explores its

intellectual, theological, social, political, and subsequent historical implications. The Abbasid
era, particularly from the ninth century onwards, witnessed a significant expansion of intellectual
activity in the Muslim world, within which Christian scholars, translators, theologians, and
physicians played an important role. The study highlights the contribution of Christian
intellectuals to the translation of Greek and Syriac philosophical, scientific, and medical works
into Arabic and examines how these translations facilitated a wider process of intellectual
exchange. At the same time, Muslim scholars appropriated, critically examined, and further
developed these intellectual traditions within the framework of Islamic thought. Particular
attention is given to the intellectual environment associated with the Abbasid caliph al-Ma'mun,
where religious and theological debates brought Muslim and Christian scholars into direct
engagement. The study considers figures such as Theodore Abu Qurrah and the Christian author
associated with the Apology attributed to al-Kindi, while also examining the development of
Muslim Christian polemical literature. It argues that these encounters cannot be understood
solely in terms of religious confrontation; rather, intellectual cooperation, theological debate,
translation, polemics, and political conflict operated simultaneously. The study further

investigates the changing legal and social position of Christians under Muslim rule, particularly
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the measures associated with the caliph al-Mutawakkil, and considers the apparent contrast
between increasing intellectual interaction and the emergence of greater social restrictions. It
also examines later Muslim and Christian responses, including developments in Byzantine
Christian writings and Muslim theological traditions, particularly the approaches of different
schools of kalam. Finally, the study considers the gradual conversion of Christian populations to
Islam in different regions of the Middle East and North Africa. It demonstrates that Islamisation
was neither uniform nor instantaneous, but a gradual and regionally differentiated historical
process shaped by religious, social, political, economic, and institutional factors. Overall, the
study presents Abbasid Muslim-Christian relations as a complex historical phenomenon
characterised by both cooperation and contestation, whose intellectual and social consequences

extended well beyond the Abbasid period.

Keywords: Muslim-Christian Relations; Abbasid FEra; Translation Movement; Christian
Scholars; Theological Debates; Islamic Intellectual History; Polemical Literature; Christian-

Muslim Dialogue; Islamisation Dhimmi Communities
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e  Adel-Théodore Khoury, Les Théologiens Byzantins et 1'lslam, Chapter 9.

® John Meyendorff, “Byzantine Views of Islam,” pp. 125-127.

e  Arthur Jeffery, “Ghevond’s Text of the Correspondence between Umar 1I and Leo 111, Harvard Theological
Review, Vol. 37,(1944), pp. 269-332.

e Jean-Marie Gaudeul, “The Correspondence between Leo and ‘Umar: ‘Umar’s Letter Re-Discovered?”
Islamochristiana, Vol. 10,(1984), pp- 109-157.
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®  John Meyendorff, “Byzantine Views of Islam,” pp. 124—125.

e C. L. Hanson, “Manuel I Comnenus and the ‘God of Muhammad™ A Study in Byzantine Ecclesiastical
Politics,” in John V. Tolan (ed.), Medieval Christian Perceptions of Islam, Garland, New York and London,
(1996), pp. 55-82.
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Hugh Goddard, Muslim Perceptions of Christianity, Grey Seal, London, (1996), Chapter 2
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