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Abstract:

The gender roles of women and their social impact during the Caliphate period reflect a complex
and diverse reality. Islamic law granted women the rights to property ownership, inheritance, and
consent to marriage, which were progressive reforms compared to pre-Islamic Arab society, but
the implementation of these rights in practice was limited by social, economic, and class factors.
Women's experiential situation was influenced not only by gender but also by the intersections of
class, legal status, ethnic background, and geographic location, which led to differences in social
and economic opportunities.

During this period, women played important roles in the intellectual, religious, and cultural
spheres, including the teaching and transmission of hadith, teaching in religious circles, and
participating in literary and artistic endeavors. Elite women established their autonomy and
influence through educational and economic activities, while opportunities for lower-class and
slave women were limited and diverse. Women also had an impact on community and political
participation through informal consultative roles, religious leadership, and institutional
patronage, although they were largely excluded from formal political and governmental power.
Analytical and comparative studies show that the nature of women's roles in the Caliphate was
not only tied to the local Islamic context, but also has similarities and differences with other
civilizations. In the Byzantine and Mediterranean contexts, women were given limited political
and social roles, but elite women held informal influence, which was similar to the activities of
women in the Caliphate. In South and East Asian societies, gender boundaries and religious and
cultural norms also shaped women's roles, but in some areas, women had more practical or
religious authority, depending on religious and cultural permissiveness. These comparative
aspects make it clear that women's participation and influence in the Caliphate were not only
influenced by historical and geographical factors, but also by Islamic legal and social structures,
and women were not just subordinates to patriarchal structures, but also participated in social,
intellectual, economic and cultural development as active agents.

Keywords: Gender roles, Caliphate period, Islamic law, women's rights, social development,
Abbasid era, economic participation, education
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