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Abstract:

In the contemporary world, the nature of warfare is rapidly transforming, and cyber
warfare has emerged as a new and complex domain that significantly influences the
balance of power among states. Attacks targeting information systems, digital
infrastructure, and national security not only intensify the impacts of conventional
warfare but also raise new questions regarding the ethics of war. The Islamic
principles of warfare—particularly justice, non-aggression, protection of property
and infrastructure, and safeguarding civilian populations—play a central role in
determining the lawful and unlawful dimensions of cyber operations. This study
examines whether modern cyber actions align with the ethical standards outlined in
Islamic teachings. Furthermore, the research analyzes the extent to which targeting
an adversary’s communication systems, informational networks, or economic
structures in the digital sphere corresponds with Islamic principles of justice,
fulfilment of treaties, and the reduction of human suffering. Findings reveal that
although cyber warfare represents a modern battleground, the overarching
principles of Islamic law—such as the objectives of Shari ‘ah, preservation of
human dignity, and the concept of limiting warfare—provide clear ethical
guidelines for its acceptable use.

Keywords: Cyber Warfare, Ethics of War, Islamic Law, Shari ‘ah, Justice, Civilian
Protection, Digital Attacks, International Humanitarian Law, Magqasid al-
Shari‘ah, Cyber Security
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Cyber warfare refers to cyber-attacks carried out by one nation-state
against another. It also encompasses attacks by terrorist groups or hacker
organizations. These cyber-attacks will often take place under the radar,
however, there has been an increase in the number of more high-profile
cases including Russia’s suspected manipulation of social media to
influence the 2016 US presidential elections. One of the major problems
with cyber warfare is it’s often difficult to work out who launched the
attack. Due to the anonymity the internet provides, and the deceptive
methods used by hackers to cover their tracks, it can often be difficult to
trace the perpetrator of a cyber-attack.

Often it will only be the intelligence or guess work surrounding the motives
that will point to the country, organization or person that may be behind
the""
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https://www.metacompliance.com/blog/phishing-and-ransomware/how-do-hackers-normally-get-caught
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" Although warring parties have the right to choose methods and means
of combat, this right is not absolute. The use of weapons or tactics that
inflict excessive injury or unnecessary suffering is strictly forbidden.
Furthermore, it prohibits any form of warfare that is designed to, or may
foreseeably, cause extensive, long-lasting, and serious harm to the natural
environment”"
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